Practical protocols for the prevention of dental disease in community settings for people with special needs: preface.
This issue of Special Care in Dentistry presents protocols that were designed during a conference, Practical Protocols for the Prevention of Dental Disease in Community Settings for People with Special Needs, which was held at the University of the Pacific School of Dentistry on February 1, 2002. After each expert reviewed and reported on one area of the literature, which included risk assessment; chlorhexidine mouth rinses; xylitol chewing gum; topical fluoride and fluoride varnish applications; and methods to control or treat periodontal disease, practical protocols were developed. Next, a strategy of implementation and dissemination will be designed using nurses, case managers, social workers, caregivers, and others to encourage people with special needs to use these protocols. A plan will also be implemented to increase social and health care provider awareness about these interventions through professional publications and educational opportunities. The goal is to reduce dental disease in special needs populations and thereby decrease the need for difficult and costly treatment.